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CONGRESSIONAL.
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<>». tkmnmseb,
°" **BUI; drhv<r*din the Senate, J,Uu .<J

Jb5U.
* '

The Senate having under consideration the bill Inr (he
admission iit Ca i ornut into th, it.,,,. .! ,,

,or "'e

rsho«'" "".

arff.i-tsr& s-
sre:u

agree with bun thai we have arrived at h ,J!im tS ,*
in our history which will ron-1,1,11

(Hunt ol tune

the luluie historian will rX a,« '? wl"f'»
cau^ol ouedeciineas a nation ir 1 r

" deduJce lhe

gnlyand grandeur. But I fearhut I maTmarfZ:
Al^KKN NATT" "°J»* "° "Go °» ". "Go on .»

t&tfhas?a
which have appeared to me as deservinc attention /am

iiSKHK5=3?j
MrVBEL|tNAMR8; VG° 0,1!" "Go 011 ."

. LV ' Je"'r«*d to coirohorale the sentiment »v

pressed by the honorable senator from Michigan r \1 r

U«! on a former day. He said th^t we hld 'arnvid a.
, uiod ini our history that would be marked as an enoch

t orn which future historians might deduce tU cauJT l*
decline or of increased prosperity. I agree with Inm I
am not sure thai I do not consider the ptesem acrI , n

H'mto regard^t Aml0? i"JUT'' 1 *,loul<J ""PI.*

the Senate in turning over afcw "unS'T"'
tory. every one of which I reg.rdlS replete wuh lat
uable instruction, and everyone of which wnnit

J.S' <or»aeUko,«tt speech, I should be

m coudm<,. .f »,c., .,ld o, r. :,"',:;
Mr? ,&. sS
or «ood or lor evil, do., defend, ,.d i,, ..

«»/ffiof "" """ J° "°W' U' "»W
Sir, no man who loves his country, no man who Iia*

any just pr.de in the reflection that he is an American
cease"'for ^"1, J*"*. l''al d"-«"»'ons should
cease , lor, »ir, it is not a mere question whether we
shall preserve the Union.for that may yet prove no ureal
boon, either to ou.selves or to posterity The que" ioins
nut whether these State* shall continue lo be united aword
nig to the letter of the covenant by which they are bound

n; ,\"\,whe','er lhey shall continue to te united
iu heait.whether they shall continue to be practically
ortf^,£^,vein Cttrr)1"g out theSSfSj
oi ine association. I lie question is, whether mutual
trust and confidence shall coutiuue to animate and en-

rouiage mutual efforts in piomoting and multiplying com
mon benefits; or whether mutual haired and d»u..t
shall step in to chectc all progress, to distract and con-
found all joint endeavors lor the common welfare; ,n

! ' UP°U. 'he country all the evils of endless
ill-cord, I his la the question. Aud when you present
thai issue to me. I say ai once, give me serration gfve
me disunion ; give uiu anything in preference to a Union
sustained only by power.by constitutional ami leaal ties
without conhdence. if our future career is to be one of'
ewriial discord and of angry crimination and recrimina-

?n »m M he ? »P»r<"KMi Willi ail its consequences
1 .in to be at peace, let it be peace in reality ; and if 1
am in be at war, let me know it ai once, that I inav nut

&>* iT!T T'd, r?dy 10 n'eet lhe r<"'"WcL
'

i
'co",d d!clal« lhe course of Confess in the

peudmg difficulties, 1 would say, let the adjustment he
made in the real spirit ol concession, compromise, and
conciliation. Let us have some assurance that the i«ro n

harmony shall be permanent Slay thf.^.uCn
t lit.,e,vtr "'HI threaten, to consume the

Ierinin*1«' !his sus|H-nse, which is more intol-
frable than an open rupture. If we ol the South have
m«J«up our minds to yield nothing, to euduie nothing,1
211' J ter "l"r" ac,u^.le,, u». are prepared botti
to yield something and endure something, and jet cannot
bnngour northern brethr.au, any tenns o/ ,uM ami
equitable arrangement, and they will continue to vex and

fcr-tlT a"d *°r eVef'lel us let the in

.oner us to mariage our own atfairs in our own wav
But I trust it will never coa.e to this issue

Y

Sir to suppose that there is one member of this .body
who is not ready to sacrinee, to concede soineihi,,.' of
hie individual sentiments and opinions to secure aM' ust-

Ee? ,ntluf|qr"U,l*~Wr":, l,e unt""niriXl by
pledges, to which he may owe h.s posiliou here and

thiS,*' may "°l V,f|lttU' wl'hout dishonoi.to suppose
that there is one man heie from the North or the fHxiih

lhtV*'r;\ b" 'ndiridual vi^.To
he good of his country were he iree to do so, is to sun-

iuw,«ff,t|U,!Vh> ""worthy ol the station he holds To
.U( that there is one member of this body who uikjii

touK?nirn'" CjlC"'a"°" ' ^vainiZ;,
would insist upon ejlreme is.uec, is t. suppose him a
wietch who does not deserve to live
"^n0t ,h* th* q»«tions to be

rv t?' tlT.1 Wl'h ':'rf,cuh"» embarrassinetits on

every side Whatever way we turn, we are met by ob
Maries and opposing interests and influences To state
srime ol the more prominent of these interests and mflu-
o'C" ,mf>' ^°' n,'w- 1,1 our attempt to cort.|K.»e
Uiese detracting questions; and if we should hazily
succeed in our eflorts to give present quiet to the country

I k* H.r°V.e ot "°m' *dv*r"*«e to those who come nlilr
us briefly to review lhe causes, remote and proximate

i t.
precipitated the present crisis.

I take the existence ol the institution of slavery in a

number of cj.nnguous Slates of the Union, com|K)H.nir a

. .'h "'C1 *"U coml,«cl geographical group or
section, and lhe uon txuUnct ol any such relation or in-

Mitut.on in ari equal cx grea'er number ol Stales, const,-
tutmg hi, equally distinct and separate group or section,

H ll P"""ry ,SfU*e, of lhe existing embarrasamenU
and^ d^enamna. But I shall assume this to be an invet-

cinno^bi °f °1Ur stem.one which

Mruchon V, a. "r re'r",vr'1 without absolute de-

w h,t ,rn th* . " "as grown up

we tW B ,L\',>sl«'m ".*" iMte. lor anything
ni to.J? * ' """re.1, ,,,us' c»n«'n«e to give

toroxysms of annoyance and disturb-

U e opersno. 7 d° Wl11 be - '« "commodate

of Xx.^enceU w ^'"r? '° ,hl" '"ev-able condition
I.1 ; .

° kt*P"owii inllainiuatioii.

it w,l| 'be
ii Huenceff lo be tDCOuntrred bv^h^ °i .

le ni0#t

sues to preserve our u
V "'"J.

of lansticum, religious and ph.laf.^pT^^Tnwless active, and more powerlul I..r nu« lost ?. .h!
of party and the rivalries and jostling* .i

'

. ii J^'u
uon. Add to these ^UonalVlou^^hrZw;
ol sectional away and domination.jealous.,, 11*
'» part, ln>m economical considerations, risturillw^,,"1!'
Hent to a country ol such vast extent, and of aom.h^i
rn.C??,BCV? c-»P"c"y "mi adaptation-,e«lo,..,s,

"

liee and slave labor, incident to the disiinct and different
¦oaal relations in the two section.and we have b,|0re
". * *eneral outline of the causes which have produced

and ol the obstacles and influ-

of tb'em 10 ',r®Ten, satisfactory adjustment

me'jrTT lo .lraC. briffly ,h' operation of these ale-

moat di.1.JCOrK'Jdw,ln* * P****1 ,n which many of the

were r/n.!8" m*n m>W on ,he ,l"«e of »",bllc
far a« il!Cki°U* *cu>r* ' P'opoae to confine myself as

to make th.r lLU>T statement or facts, leaving senators

Mr K INr »" *'"'uctions and commentaries

senior «»«.,/. . !he (1*y 18 oppressively warm, and the

give wav lor
c "haosted, I would suggest ihat he

L -crnayrks to moaow" *<'J'M,rn. *"d h# M" COn"n,,e

tbeSenauf'k ' Wllbout unanimoua consent of

K,J!!e,»n w,w ,h*B ul("n on ,he motion of Mr.

S££ ,Hj"Urn' to which Senate agreed unani-

And then the Senate adjourned
SATURDAY, JULY fi, 1S80.

in'l.l "f-'-L. Mr President, lam not able lo express

Me U*T-M «rit,lt,lt,e I feel to the Sen'
yJl r, u

,y indulgence extended to me on

int I «K n
r"e to Close my remarka this morn-

« l shall endeavor to repay it by condensing the

1 propose in submit at this time witbiu as small
u cuinpu.«a hi possible.

1 propose now to le-iame the review of the operation of
certain causes peculiar to our system, and ot other* inci¬
dent to every kpublican or free government, wlihh aji-
pear to ine to demand the serious attention of the patriot
lutealnan at this time, and ot every one who holds anypo.ntioa ol influence or authority in the government, ex-

ecutive or legislative.
1 Mat theie is a spirit of fanaticism at the North, re-

ligious and (iliilaniliro|iic, which clones the heart againstall human sympathies not immediately connected^with
tile particular object winch, for the time, absorbs the at¬
tention of tlie subjects of it, cannot be denied. The char-
actenslics of this species of fanaticism 1 need not Ue-I
scribe. 'I ney are tlie same in every age and country.The rack, the sword, and the lagot are tlie argumentswhit It ttysy are ever ready to employ, when left to them¬
selves in tlie choice of tlie means by which they would
cairy out their plans ol reform, ft is this class of entliu-
i-iumk who would be willing to see every dwelling in the
South in flames.every field stained with the blood of the
master, in the execution of their phreusied schemes for
the emancipation of his slaves. We have no representa¬
tive of this class of fanatics m this chamber, and happily
their numbers are not formidable anywhere. But there
is another class of enthusiasts which cannot be justlycalled fanatical, yet exercises a far more extensive and
mischievous influence. These are the subjects of a mor¬
bid sensibility, recluses, readers and authois ot senli-
mental, literature, who cannot bear the contemplation of
the ordinary ills and hardships of real life, without a

shock to their nertous system ; they sigh for a state of
society where wrong and injustice can never enter.
Slavery at the South becomes the natural and favorite
theme of the tongues and pens of the sentimentalists
Hut, in addition to these influences, it cannot be disguised
that there is a deep ami abiding anti-slavery sentiment
pervading all Classen at the North, even tiie more moder¬
ate and rational, who aie devoted to the Union, and would
countenance no invasion of the constitutional securities
and rights of the South.

But the fanatics and sentimentalists of the North, with
all the countenance they receive from the more just andsober-minded opponents of the institution of slavery,
wouhl not have heeu able to conjure up this storm, but
for their alliance with other auxiliary and exciting ele¬
ments of agitation.sectional jealousies, the interests of
parly, and personal ambition.
There is, Air. President, a fanaticism of liberty, as well

as of religion and philanthropy.a fanaticism exhibiting
itself in theories which admit no dit-tinction of races, and
claims for all a |>erlect equality.social and political.
theories which reject all practical or uselul schemes of
government which have ever existed or can lie devised.
The French revolution gave the impetus to this species

of fanaticism; arid it is a curious fact that the war of;
without any forced deductions, may be considered

as a remote consequence of the politico fanatic spirit
which prevailed at an early period ol the administration
of General Washington, and which gave a coloring t i

the lines of party divisions then marked out, and winch
continued to exercise a decided influence upon the affairs
of this country for more than twenty years. It is another
singular circumstance in our history that this fanatic
spirit of liberty, ol trans atlantic origin, was more widely
diffused, at the period of which I speak, at the South than
at the North. It is a well known lai t that the federal
constitution met with athe most formidable opposition at
the South, and this chiefly upon the ground that the
liheitiesof the people were not considered us sufficiently
guarded and secured by its provisions ; while its strongest
support was at the North, where the ground was assumed
and more generally maintained, that a less vigorous gov-
eminent would be incompetent to secure the ends of
rational freedom. Hence the opponents of the new con¬
stitutions took the name ol republicans, and its support -rs
that of federalists. And when the causes of contention
between Great Britain and the United Stales came to the
issue of war, in 1312, the leading men of the coun'ry
were arrayed for and aiaiust the war, ruainlv upon the
principles which gave rise to the division of parties, upon
the adoption ol the constitution. The tedeial party sym
l>atlnzed with England in the commencement of her
struggle with France, upon the assumption that it was a
contest between law, oider, and a vigorous practical gov¬
ernment, on the one side, and of anarchy and licentious¬
ness ou the other. The republican party, on the other
hand, regarding the French a* the champions of liberty
and free government, and Great Britain the upholder of
despotism and regal authority, gave all their sympathies
to h ranee.
The opposite sentiments and opinions thus imbibed by

the great parties in this country continued without
change during all the changing phases of the long war
between England and France Hence it hap|>eiiea that
the war ot lSH'i had coni|utra!ively but few supporters at
the North and East, where the federal or Engli-h |<artj,
us it has been sometimes called, had its chief strength.
Hie strong hold oi the republican or Fiench party was
in the South and West. Nearly all the leading cham¬
pions of the war were from the slave States ; nor could
the popular war-cry of "tree trade and sailors' rights" rec¬
oncile the section which then enjoyed the entire nav.ga-
ting interest either to its justice or policy.

Well, *ir, at the close ol the war in the old fed¬
eral party lound themselves entirely pro-trale. The re¬

publican party were triumphant everywhere. The ele¬
ments of future i>arty conflicts, however, were not then
wanting. A host ol influent si chiefs, belonging to the;
dominant party, had established their claims to the public
gratitude and confidence in the various branches ol the
< ivll adminisliation duting the war; but, among these,
live gentlemen claimed pra-eminevce.one from the East,
(Mr Adams,) three from the South, (Mi Monroe, Mr
Ciawford,and Mr Calhoun,) and one from the West,
(Mr. Clay.) Each of these, as was natural arid to be ex¬

pected in a free government, looked to the Inched honors
of the republic as the proper rewards of hi1- services

They all yielded priority, with what grace they could, to
Mr Moii^^. a gentleman from Virginia, an<t who had
the prtiligr of revolutionary associations Then came
an almost unnatural lull in political strife, but it was not
of long duration. Before the close of Mr Monroe's first
term, the Missouri-admission question arose, when a gen¬
tleman of the federal party, eminently distinguished for
his talents and public servt >*s, set-king to re-establish the
fortunes of hi» partv, or for a better purpose, was ttie
first to invoke, in this chamber, the Spilit of fanaticism
and sectional prejudice. He wa» eminently successful.
The whole North, almost to a man, rose up at his bid¬
ding, and came into the support if his policy in re«isting
the admission of any more slave Slates Sir, some of
the lacts connected with this movement deserve particu
lar attention at this time There had been no previous
agitation at the North The movement^was sudden,
spontaneous, and almost unasnnous w excitement
became intense Submission on the part ol the Soulh,
civil war, or a peaceable separation, seemed for a time
the only alternatives, so hied and ohstina'e was the
anti-slavery sentiment at the North. Yet Missouri was
and had been slave territory from the beginning. But
this agitation and excitement, so threatening foi a time,
were allayed by s compromise.

It has been said in this debate that in all the contro¬
versies which have ever arisen between the North and
the South, the North has had to submit to the terms dic¬
tated by the South It is not true The Missouri Com¬
promise was effected by the submission ol the Soulh.a
submission which was regarded by some at the time as

fatal to the interest* of the South ; and it is now but loo
manifest that, if the interests of the South are of such a

nature as to demand anything like an equilibrium of pow¬
er in the confederacy, then was the time for the South
to have stood by their rights; then was the accepted time
to have made an issue with the growing North It was
during the pendency of the Missouri question that we

heard for the tlrst-liine of dough-fnctn ; hut the applies
tion was then to southern members.southern men with
northern principlesMr CLAY shook his head

Mr. DAWSON It is true
Mr BELL. I make the statement on the authority of

traditional recollection and rumor only But, however
that irsiy be, the South submitted, and Missouri was ad¬
mitted as a slave State by the united vote of the South,
and against the vote of nearly the whole North Such
was ihe potency of the anti slavery sentiment at the
North, in combination with sectional jealousy and the
interests of party, at that period.
This storm hushed, soon afterwards came on the war

for the succession to Mr Monroe between the illustrious
champions of the republican party to whom I have be¬
fore alluded, and then was reproduced an infuriate spirit
of |«rty, which has not censed to stfVct the country to
this day. It was exasperated and rendered more furious
by the unexpected and unwelcome appearance of a com-

(>etitor, in the person of s celebrated military chief of the
southwest, (General Jackson,) whose passionate ener

gies were not likely to calm the elements of political
strife.

Well, sir, Mr Monroe out of the way, there were

still five competitors in the field for the place of the
highest dignity and honor: two from the South proper,
<Mr Crawford and Mr. Calhoun,) one from the West

i.roper, (Mr Clay.) one from the Southwest, (General
Jackson,) and one from the East, (Mr. Adams i There

weie four candidates from slave States against one
from the Kant and North. They were all members ol
the republican parts'; nor was there any distinct dif¬
ference of jMiliticial principle or aectional interest in
(tie contest between them The old lines of warty divis¬
ion had become nearly or quite obliterated, and co,k~
sequently the leaders ol the federal party- a formidable,
though coin]uered band.arrayed themselves in the can¬
vass. each according to his personal liking or preference
It was almost, if not wholly, a contest of mere personal
prelerence among the people It wtw soon perceived tliut
the popular feeling ian strongly in favor of the military
chief, and the youngest but not tlie leasl poweiful ol tlie
southern competitors (Mr. Calhoun) yielded hi* prelen
sious to the first honors, as it was understood at the time,
in favor of the hero of New Orleans. The contest came
at last to be narrowed down between the champions ol
the East and Southwest, (M r. Adams and General Jacn-
son,) and by the favor ol the gieat western chief (Mr.
Clay) and his friends, the star of New England shone in
the ascendant. But there was 110 calm in the political
elements. The contest for final ascendency became fiercer
and rather more sectional The followers of both the
retired aspirants from the South (Mr. Crawford and Mr.
Calhoun) took position on the side of the rising fortunes
of the military chief, and, with the advantage of the ad¬
miration lor the hero, on the second trial, (leuerul Jack¬
son was borne ipto iwiwcr over the prostrate fortunes of
the favorites of tlie East and West.

, ,The result of this contest has had a powenul and last¬
ing influence upon the political history and condition of
the country. An extraordinary degree of personal acn-
uiony wah en^eodertjd in a competition which turned
chiefly upon personal preference and attachment on the
one side, and personal antipathy and hatred on the other.
These strong passions came to be mutual and reciprocal
as between the leaders and followers of both parties, and
they increased in intensity until, at last, the politics ol
the country were resolved into personal idolatry a sort
of man-worship on both sides. A sentiment ol loyalty
to a chief was substituted.for uatrolism and a regard lor
the interests of the country. The highest public interests
were subordinate considerations, and the support ol a
favorite political chief became the primary objeet in the
party conflicts of the day. This state ol things was mos
inauspicious to a regularund constitutional operation ol
the government, or to a wise and stable policy in any
branch ol public interest and economy. Nor was Ueneral
Jackson the mail to cultivate harmony under these cir¬
cumstances. Even before the clone of the canvass ol
"16i»," sectional interests were seized upon a* grounds
of future party divisions, and the means of acquiring or
of securing personal pre-eininence. The otertbrtfw,
after an uneasy reign of four years, ol the only man from
the North who, in a period ol near forty years, h id been
raised to the head of the government, made a deep im¬
pression upon the North. His expulsion Iroin po wer was
the result mainly of the combination of the whole South
against him; nor could he, nor could New England, ever
erase that lact lroin their leioeinbrance ¦

The natural fruils and consequences of this condition
of the personal and sectional politics ol the country were

quickly manifested The very tir-t proposition ol a grave
nature which was made by General Jackson alter he came
inio iKjwer was the removal ol the Urge Indian tribes of
the South, which had so long repressed the growth of the
States of that section, to the vacant territory beyond the
Mississippi. The question* was not strictly a sectional
one.lor the same policy was in progress at the north-

u was sufficiently so to invoke, for tne second
time, the spirit of fanaticism and whatever of sectional
iealou»y could be brougtr. to bear upoii tne question

ll honoiat.le' senators will take the trouble to examine
the files of old papers stowed away in the clerks' offices
of the two Houses of Congress, they will find a mass of
memorials, petitions, and remonstrances of women, as
well as of men, bewailing Indian wrongs, and imploring
the interiK)sition of Congress in their behalf, quite as vo¬
luminous as those which, at a later date, have crowded
upon Congiess on the subject of African slavery Nor
will you find the debates upon that subject inaiked with
a less degree of pHthos and true eloquence, of fierce in¬
vective and denunciation of the proposed aggression
upon the natural and equal rights ol the Indians, than
we hear now. from day to day. upon the subject of the
wrongs of the Alrican race in the South. And I wil
say to tliu.-e gentlemen of the Senate who have indulged
in this strain upon the question now before tue Senate,
that 1 think they will find 111 those debates some choice
flowers of rhetoric yet unculled, with which, if they are
disposed, they can adorn their future enusiona.

But the overwhelming popularity of the new administra¬
tion together with tUe community of interest which exist¬
ed to some extent at the North in expelling the Indians
from their ancient possessions, were an overmatch lor the
raviims ol fanaticism, sectional jealousy, ami the interest
of party The policy of Indian removal was permitted
to triumph, and Hie story of Indian wrongs and oppres¬
sions has ceased Irom that day to create a sensation in

any quarter.
The country, however, hail but a brief respite from

agnations ol the most serious character. The new ale- jinents of faction and discord, engendered in Ihe fierce,
conflict for supreme power which had just terminated,
continued to develop their natural results. I be action
of the government became violent anJ irregular 1 he
extremes ol passion and lire intensity of personal ambition,
which had cbaracteii/.ed tbe preceding canvass, had led
to excess in legislation. The land'of Is-i* was retarded
as injurious and oppressive to the South ; and, to add to
the discontent in that quarter,General Jack*ou committed
what I thought then, and still think, a ca; nal blunder.
He dismissed from his confidence and drove into opposi-
tion the only remaining but powerlul southern chief,
(Mr Calhoun,) and took under Ins patronage and tram-
lug for the succession to himsell a gentleman from th*
Noith, but of very different character and pretensions. S»o
Ur as the location of a successor was concerned, the
policy was wise enough . but a more sk>lful and expe¬
rienced statesman would have conciliated the two riva

chiefs among his own followers, and so nave balanced
his lavors between them as to have ..reserved their uni¬
te.! influence in adjusting all the embarrassing questions
which were likely to arise under his administration I tieresnltoTuie opposite policy was. undoubtedly to.,reap,
tate a crisis in public affairs, which threatened for a Uine
domestic convulsion anJ the disruption ol the Union, a
sense of personal injury to a favorite Chief was a ide to
the sense of sectional grievance which already existed a

the South The energies of a great intellect were thus
concentrated in a great sectional movement. He ti«,
around him a band ol devoted followers, who for talent
and all the elements of popular influence and control,
have never been suri-assed in this country. J bey had
the address to stir up afresh all the smouldering
of original opposition to the constitution in tbe South.
The States of the North were represented and believed
by thousands lo be the exclusive beneficiaries of the sys¬
tem I'be issue was e.sentially a sectional one; and
then I believe, for the first time, in the mutual crimina¬
tions of the North and the South, was the offensive and
inauspicious question of the relative claims of Iree and
slave labor lo the loMenng care ol the government intro¬
duce into our discussions The contest between the
North and the. South at that period was fut'her aggrava¬
te.! and the Union brought into imminent jeopardy, by
the revival ol an old theory of the right of a State to nu -

lify the legislation of the federal government; and al¬
though that extreme remedy received the solemn sanction
Of but one State, and that not of the larg. st class, yet
such was the appreciation of the disasters to the Union
which a report to arms in maintaining the authority ol the
federal government in thaf single SMte might bring tn its
train, that a compromise was proposed and acquiesced in,
which was, in fact, a defeat of the northern policy. I be
southern movement against the protective policy was
crowned with success.

Well, sir, the country had a brief repose upon the
termination of this controversy ; but the causes of Ipture
discord between the North and the South were
laid in Ihe nature of the discussions which preceded the
adjustment, and in the terms of the adjustment itself.
Northern interests were felt to have been sacrificed to
southern dictation and exaction; while, at the South, tbe
seatiments ol jealousy and distrust of the northern
policy, and disaffection to the constitution, were more
widely diffused Unhappily, before the paaaions nat
11 rally connected with the late conflict between northern
and southern interests had time to settle down, the sla«-e
emancipation movement commenced in England Ihe
contanion crossed the Atlantit with electric speed, and
the abolition movement soon began to attract attention
at the North It is not my purpose to trace in detail the
causes which hsve contributed to extend the influence ot
that movement, nor to inauire from what natural con
nexionand instincts the religion and literature of that
section have lent their powerful co operation; but there
is one point connected with the growth of the abolition
sentiment at th« North which I cannot |«*s over with¬
out particular notice For the reasons I have already
Stated It may well be conceived that the movements
and designs of the abolitionist, of the North should
lend to confirm and add new converts to the theory, that
southern interests can never be aecure undei the existing
constitution of the Union The consequence waa, thai

i the mode of resistance lesorted to by the representativesTof the South in Congress was rather calculated to inflame

and strengthen the abolition movement than to defeat
its progress. It happened in this cuse, as in all others
of great excitement, and where great interests are in¬

volved, that those who were most zealous anil were dis¬
posed to adopt the greatest extremes, controlled the more
moderate and |udtcious Assuming it a» a clear projio-
sition that Congress had no constitutional power to abol¬
ish shivery in the District of Columbia, southern gentle¬
men, in resisting the abolition movement, made J.eir
first stand in opposition to the right of petition. Ibis
was, iu my judgment, a mistaken jpolicy ih those who de¬
sired to repress agitation, or to deleat the design* of lite
abolitionists. The right ol petition upon all subjects, in pop¬
ular estimation, has a traditionary sacreuness, winch
renders it dangerous to question or deny it in any but
the clearest cases ol aliusc or misapplication. Hence it w a*>

that tU'iiisands at the North, (a genlleruan near me says
tens of thousands,) who had never belore countenanced
the schemes ol the abolitionists, became their allies and
coadjutors in defence ol what they regarded as a sacred
right, and when further irritated and excited by the con¬
tinued opposition of the South, by an easy and natutal
advance, they became hearty co-operators in all their
views By this large accession to the ranks ol the origi¬
nal promoters of the abolition movement, they were in

sufficient force, in some of the States, to maternity in

lluence the results of elections; and the consequence
has been that the politicians in the ranks of the two great
parties, ever eagle-eyed, and ready to avail themselves ol
the suppott of every new ally, in their attempts to pro¬
pitiate the favor ol the abolitionists, impaited an impor-
lance and energy tn their policy which could never,
under other circumstances, have been allowed. Prom
that time forth, al the South, as well as at 4he North, any
alliance with, or opposition to, thecauseo! abolition by
one or the other of the two parties, came to be care¬

fully noted, and has been the fruitful source of agitation
in all elections.

., . ,But the anti slavery movement at the North had not ac-

quired sufficient force tri be felt in the election of life suc¬
cessor to General Jackson Mr. Vat. Buren, it is well
known, was borne into power upon the overwhelming
tide of his ptedecessor1?) popularity ; nor did the agitations
upon this subject, North or South, have any material in-

lluence iu the decision ol the election of 1840, by which
Mr. Van Buren was drawn from power; but still the
sentiments of both himself and his successful opponent
were carefully scrutinized. Mr. Van Buren, it will be
recollected, express.-d, in the course of the canvass, a de¬
cided opposition to the policy and purposes of the abo¬
litionists, and so did Ins competitor, General Harrison.
Nor is it probable lUat the anti slavery movement would
have acquired any mischievous ascendency, beyond the
occasional abduction of slaves Irom their masteis on the
borders of the slave and free States, and in the. obstruc¬
tions sometimes thrown in the way of the recapture ol
fugitives, but for an extiaordinary series ol events which
rapidly followed each other, upon the unfortunate demise
of General Harrison. By that sad event, within a month
aftfcr hia acceaaion to power, lite executive administration
of the country foil into ihe batid» of a (jenUeinan Irom
Virginia, (Mr. Tyler,) of whom 1 do not care to s|*ak,
further than to say, that, belore the close of his term ot
olticc, he entertained the project of annexing Texas to the
United Stales, either upon his own suggestion, or ti|»on
that of those gentlemen from the South who had ac¬

quired his confidence. The general though by 110 means
universal sentiment of the slave States was in lavor of
the policy ot annexation, as a means of preserving that
equilibrium of power betweeu the free and the s ave

States, so often adverted to in this debate. And ol
this idea of an equtlibriam, let me say that I think
much more favorably than my friend from Illinois,.
I Mr. Siuklds.] If 1 had time, 1 should like to elab¬
orate tins point, and I would substitute equilibrium
for toniiiiomt*e, the favorite theme of so many gen-;
tlernen with whom equilibrium finds no favor. V\ e

have heard a gieat deal of the compromise of principles;
opinions, and interests, which le*l to the adoption of the
constitution. Life itself, from the cradle to the grave,
has been said to be a compromise between good and evil.
But w'heii we siieak ol governments, equilibrium is a bet-
ler word than compromise. No system of government,
except a despotic one, can stand, unless some approxima-
tion to an equilibrium of interests and influences, [lowers
and privileges, is established and observed. Ibis is a

condition, also, on which society and voluntary associa¬

tions of every form depend It is of almost universal
application ni phy-dca as well as in morals. An equilib¬
rium ol forces and of contrary tendencies is supposed
to be the principle u[ion which the universe is uphe.d
.So rigorous is Nature, in her laws upon this subject, that
some philosophers have conjectured tliat a single atota )displaced would be sufficient to wreck the world The
fletcesl and most angry lorms in which Nature exhibits
herself is the consequence ol a disturbance of that
equalise of the elements of which the natural world is

cinposed So. in government, and especially in a goif
ernineiit of moral forccs and influences like ours.ini a

representative government, with universal suffrage le
the just equilibrium of interests and influences be mate-

nail) disturbetl; let a majority, without any direct inter¬
est, without traditionary reverence for. or attachment to,
our institutions, without national utfliiity or sympathy,
ever decidedh preponderate, the ballot-box, instead ol a

security, becomes an engine for the destruction ol the ex¬

isting light, and objects of society i and disorganization,
social and political, or a government of l»l0st«l force,
become the only alternatives. It is lor the NoHh to look
lo this it is for the North, as well as the South, to cal¬
culate the value of Ins idea of a necessary equilibrium
in governments. But luis is a digression into which !
have been led, by seeing my frigid from Illinois [Mr.
SlUCLUsl belore ine. I return to my narrative
Mr. President, when 1 was tempted to a digression, I

was remarking ttiat the southern sentiment was.generally
lavorable to the protect of annexing 1 <xas, but that it

was not by an) means unanimous U is well xuown
that a very readable minority of the South, in view ol
tb« . vila which they foresaw the success of the project
would bring Ui-on the country, were decidedly and stren¬
uously opposed to It.

. <r.,u.But. Iti'in the moment the policy of 1 resident I yler
and his cabinet in relation to Texa* became public, it was
foreseen that, in the ensuing contest for the niccession,
the project of annexing Texas would hl'co'ne f ,n

issue between the rival candidates Of the democratic
party, there were, at that time, several leading gentlemen
ot the North wild lial their supporters and partisans lor
the nomination, but the favorite and most prominent
was Mr Van Buren, who had been rather unceremo¬

niously thrust out of power at the close of a single term ,;

'and the general expectation was that he would be se¬

lected by hia party This gentleman, when called upon
lor his views on the question of annexing Texas, frankly
declared Ins opposition, as did. about the same time, the
distinguished senator Irom Kentucky, [Mr. Ll»y,J to
whom the whigs at that period looked with uncommon

unanimity as their candidate It is not lor me to con-

terture how it was, and by what management or iiiflft-

euces, Mr. Van Buren was set aside by the demo-
cratic convention which assembled at Baltimore, in

iMt and a distinguished citizen of my own Nate
was'unexpectedly chosen as the democratic candidate ;|
but 1 may apeak of what was soon afterwards an-

nounced to the public through the democratic prints
and on ihe hustings, as the gr#inde upon which they
based their hopes of success iu the election ; and from
which we may inler, al least, one of the controlling
considerations which led to that singular result was

announced that the annexation of Texas being ma< e

a cardinal point of democratic poncy, the united sup-
iH»rt of ihe South might be relied upon in favor of the
democratic candidate. But whatever may have been the
elfect of the twin jailicy of securing the immediate oc

nation of all Oregon, simultaneously announced, in recon-

cillng the North to the policy of annexing Texas, it ta
certain that the announcement of the new democra
Platform was received 111 that section with some suspicion|»y both democrats and whiga. U wa* clear to \ e u

demanding of both |>arties at the North that eoutlie
influences and southern management had controlled the
nomination A southern candidate had been chosen, am
all the more prominent gentlemen of the party at me

North bail been net aside. Well, air, the force of I fy
interest* and discipline prevailed against all heari urn

mgs ami all jealousy of southern domination .even

against the anti-slavery feeling at the North ; and not a

single State, counted utmn as democratic at the ''0',failed in its support of the democratic candidate , and I r

Polk was elected President of the United States.
There was one incident connected with this strange,

eventful story, eo remarkable that, though not strictly
connected with the purpose of my narrative, 1 cannot
omit to notice. It was said at the time, and I suppose
truly said, that a considerable number of the abolitionists
in New York were detached from the support of the whig
candidate by the intcrpoeition of one or more of their
leader*; but upon what construction of their duty anil
fidelity to their crsed, I could never comprehend, unless
upon the one avowed at the time, which was, that the
principles of democracy, if faithfully carried out, necessa¬

rily led to the abolition of slavery I refer to this circum¬
stance in the election of 1844 with no invidious purpose ;
nor by any means do 1 desire to sav anything offensive to

mv democratic friends in this chamlier; for I must
them the justice to say that I have seen nothing in

course of their distinguished leaders here to justify ihe
imputation of abolition sentiments to them I refer to it
to f how that the doctrine of the jierlect equality of lights,
social ami political, accorded to and claimed for all races
and conditions of mankind, by the principles of pure de¬
mocracy, a* expressed in the favorite watchwords, Lib¬
erty , Equality, and Fraternity, is one of the distracting
elements of the tunes, which the North aa well as the
south may well look to.
But it is now my purpose to state that the consumma¬

tion ol tht policy of annexing Texas speedily followed
the advent ol Mr. Polk to power; and that, laithful to his
engagements with his northern friends, he prosecuted the
claim of the United Slates to the whole of Oregon with a

vigor which well nigh involved the country in a war
with <«reat Britain. But tlial danger pawed, and the
possession ol Oregon with its present boundaries secured,
either Irorri the necessities of his position, or upon some
calculation of gloiv, or other and more substantial bene-
tits to l»e acquired, he unhesitatingly,and with the coidial
support ol his followers. North and South, plunged his
country into a war with Mexico; indicating from the
commencement, by unmistakable circumstances, that it
would not be terminated without a further acquisition of
lerrito/y. When that pur)K><*c became mam lent to the
public, it arrested the attention and uroused the jealousy
or the whole North. The annexation of Texas just
consummated, accompanied b> a stipulation for the ad¬
mission ol three or lour slave States to be carved out ol
her territory, and then, following close upon the heels of
this measure, a proposition lor the further acquisition of
terutory in the same quarter, gave new activity to every
aim-slavery sentiment and (trejudice at the North ; in
creased lierceness to the spirit ol fanalicism; levived
every dormant passion of jealousy or resentment which
had, in tunes past, been engendered by the triumph of the
South over northern men and northern policy. The con¬
sequence was, an immediate and almost unanimous
declaration'of the free States, that whatever acquisition
ol teiritory might be the result of the war should be /ree
territory.

J

At the South it is well known that, while the whits
were opposed both to the war itself and the policy of fur- I
ther acquisition ol territory, the democratic patty, North
and South, were earnest in the support of both but with
what wisdom or with what particular views of southern
interests the acquisition of territory was insisted upon by
southern gentlemen, in the face of the declaration of the
°rih "'at whatever might be acquired should he free, is

yet a mystery to me. ft is fair to presume, however,
that a variety ol motives had their influence upon the
course of the southern democracy upon this subject, and
among others, party interests and considerations. The
war, besides the vast resources ol patronage which it
had placed at the disposal of the democratic administra¬
tion, might be expected to give such a degree ot eilat to
the party identified with its success as to secure its per¬
manent ascendency; but to terminate rt, alter such a
vast expenditure of blood ami treasure, with nothing to
strike the imagination or fix the popular admiration, ex¬

cept the ^iory ol military achievements, might defeat
all their expectations of continued jiarty ascendency.
Another ami more creditable motive with many ol the
distinguished leaders doubtless was to give additional
strength and protection to the slaveholdmg States; not
doubting that the justice of the North, notwithstanding
their repeated declarations to the contrary, would finally
accord to the South a fair proportion ol "the new acqui¬
sitions, to be considered slave territory. But, whatever
may have been the motives of southern gentlemen, the
policy of further acquisition was insisted on and con
summated; and the consequences are before us and]
around us in all their magnitude and fearful bearings
A little more than two years a*o we were in the midst of
a sanguinary war with a neighboring republic. Now, at
peace with all the world without, we are in the midst of
a dangerous and hateful strife within and among our-

At the closc of that series of measures and results con¬
cocted and set on foot by the democratic convention in
1>11, marked by the treaty of (iuadalu|>e Hidalgo, the
area of the republic was |>erceived to have been enlarged
one-third beyond its former extent. A vast region of un¬
known and boundless lertility and resources was sup¬
posed to be thrown open to our citizens; and, under the
influence of the vivid prospects of future prosperity and
grandeur these amazing results.achieved in the short
spaceol four years.pointed to the imagination, the pop¬
ular feeling, despite all forebodings and warnings of im¬

pending evil, rose to enthusiasm. 1'jeans were sung in
honor ol the foresight, the wisdom, and the energy of
the authors of a nolicy at once so giand and successful,
toe democracy. North and South, congratulated them-
.elv«» upon their brilliant achievements for the country
and apoit ihs prospects ol continue and iwrman«Jit power'
which dawned upon them. It* was not long beforelhev
perceived that all their welllaid schema* otjartv argran
dizeirent were likely to tail them Disaflection, open,
undisguised, and formidable, showed itself in their ranks;
and the southern democracy, especially, began to sus|iect
that, in the acquisition of Cali/ornia and New Mexico,
they had got what they did not expect, and did not
want.a-vast accession ol territory in which slavery was

practically forbidden by the unalterable laws of Nnture, if
not by human laws ; and, so far as the preservation of an

equilibrium of power between the North and tl* South
was important to the protection of southern interests,
they found they hail struck a blow that might prove fatal
to those interests. 7hey had insisted apon the imme¬
diate annexation of Oregon, and thereby provided for the
future admission of two if not four new free States into
the Union. California and New Mexico, they perceived,
were liKely to increase the preponderance of the North by
at leaM lour additional free Suites and how to retrieve
this unfortunate result of the war and acquisition policy
is the problem to be solved.

1 heie close the review of the past which 1 proposed
And if, in Ihe sketch of the late acquisition of territory,
1 ha ^e seemed to press the idea, that the gentlemen of the
democratic party, *nd particularly those of the South, are

chiefly responsible for the present embarrassing and dan-
gerous state of alfairs, I beg to say that 1 have in view
no party pur|>os« I have desired only to present a faith-
ful outline ol those causes ol disturbance to our system,
and ol the present dissensions, which I had undertaken'
to do The question nop to be adjusted, and the in-I
terests to be protected and guarded, are too important to
be made the subject of party calculations. I am a south
ern man in interests and sympathy, mad no true son of!
the South or Southwest can allow his party associations
or interest* to sway his judgment or direct his course

upon questions deeply affecting the common welfare; and
whoever may be responsible for the past, all muit be re

sponsible lor the luture. I have said, on a former day,
that, to give content ... 11,.- > .11 ill, whatevei might tie 11,>
individual opinions of the value of these new "1 erritories,
and of the chances that slavery would, under any circum¬
stances, he introduced into any part of Ihein, I was pre¬
pared to have sustained Ihe Missouri Compromise, taken
.in its true spirit, as the basis of ai, adjustment of the
pending questions I have also said, and I repeal the
statement, thai, in my opinion, hail such a proposition
been presented and sustained by tig- leading advocates of
ihe measure now under consideration, it would have
been pressed to a successful conclusion. And. sir, let
me my to my northern friends on this side of the cham¬
ber, mat though so special favor may seem to be due
from them to those of the South who, in dehancc of the
re|s-at<*d protests of the North against the extension ol
slave territory, insisted upon ihe aiquisiuon of these ter-
r 1tones, yet to remember that the policy of those aequt-
sitions was opposed by a respectable portion of the south¬
ern people, and that a number of the most leading sonth-
ern gentlemen in Congress and out of it, foreseeing the
evil consequences to the whole country, which would
probably, 11 not inevitably follow, oppo«e<l themselves
manfully and resolutely to the current of sentiment in
the South, and reniMcd the annexation of Texan, an well
as he acquisition of California and New Mexico They

**" rpmember that, without the co-operation of
the North itself, these distracting questions would never
have been beard of. I he North, too, would insist upon
these new acquisitions; nor can it justly say tolhe Sonth,
"thou didst this thing." I cannot forbear further to re

mind my northern friends, that in the South and South¬
west there is a body of men who, for a long |>eriod,
have continued faithful anil just to them, sustaining
them in their lavorite policy through every vicissitude of

political fortune.a b«sly of men of liberal and catholic
views of national lwlicy, who look beyond the limited
horizon of sectional interests, spurn the influence ol sec¬

tional prejudice, and embrace the whole Union as their
common country.

I am not to be deluded, Mr President, by the ap|>eals
from the North upon the subject of human wrongs and
the violation of human rigtils I am not lo be misled as

to the real and true grounds of the anti-slave extension

policy of the North, by the fine sentiments so often ex

pressed on the subject of freedom and the claims of hu¬
manity. I know, sir. thai, however sincere and consci

entious the anti-slavery sentiment nt the North may be.
neither the cause of freedom, nor a sentiment of human
ity. is the active principle of the non-extension policy of
the North Were it proposed by the South to impose the
chsinsof servitude upon a single human being now free,
there is no man living to whom such a proposition would
be more revolting than to myself. But, air, humanity to

the slave, not less (ban justice to the master, recotumeuda
the policy of diffusion and extension mlo any new terri-
mry adapted In his condition, ami the reaaooo art too
obvious to be misunderstood by the dulleat intellect. N».

110 f.l'fl»ctplao( humanity tb.it dictates the ami-

Sil'r 'h,aNorlh, 11"W* 'oitnded
the iealou.v ^ ascendency; dictated, in put, by
recollection of ii?°T V *'»d control, and the

succeeded to the eiecut y^ni, ^"^Th Ch'*f' TKho>BT*
eats and passions wbTch ,n ,

" "fL"* 'w* '"f"
cidedthe policy of T' NoJfh Xi K* ^""de-
however natural and inevhabU th.^D- ,,B .ubj#c,w But-
miohs and influences, under the i^nlf * ***;
our system, let me invoke the c,fcum«,'*''0M of
fronds, if not then forbe irance tv "n.,1 °'y n,0rth,rn
for the pnsaions and se.,sibling nam in!
.South, under the prospect of their declimw
influence in the confederacy. While th.i ^ - .

domination of the South, wb ch has been ao ln£ *5
keenly lelt at the North, was alway^^i hL!?d 80

than real no southern man having ever aitaioed tl'il
presidency except by the concurrence of ofteSimJI
more than half, and always ol a large division of th!
North yet now it cannot be disguised that the period
of southern aacendency-lf it ev7r had a real
ence-approaches its end J'olitical power and ascend,
eiity, Ml « sectional view, have already passed'away
Iroin the South forever. And this is so manifest, that
a senator, who spoke in this debate, could not for
bear taunting the South with the prospect of their de¬
nting fortune*. A great change had taken place in tha

political vocabulary "It is no longer," heexultiugly ei-

fi s ,i '.e ,T' ','"1 ,'be Nor,h 5»' '¦ nowr the Norti and
the South. 1 he South, Mr. President, needs not to be
reminded by the triumphant North of her decayed power
and when the people of the South have in pSlct
the admission of eight or ten additional free States^a
rapid succession, without the euuivale.it of a single slave
State, the North should know tow to excuse tSe r«t
¦ifMMMjsH of 111e 1 r southern brethren and nn

71,"'"1'1,bt' ,00k'.''K a^out for some newnuiuMt^
But, sir. as to myself, I shall hold fast to the constitu.

lion until I shall see that it nojonger interposes a barrier
toabso ute aggression and 1 trust that some final adjw?
inent of all these distracting gusstions will yet be devised
and adopted upon a basis sojust and reasonable as not

the wnrPi"^ h >,r<«rM8 »f disaffection, but to furnish to
the world the highest evidence that no diversity of local

I ' " 86Ctl0nal tuterests, or any other cause
of occasional dissensions, will ever be so powerful for

as oifjeiS,K.,Under lhe t,es wh,ctl now bind u« tether

..^r" ^M.ident, I cannot conclude my remarks without
taxing the indulgence of the Senate yet further in savin*

thlT.tm? "T' J^e tiiibject of that institution agunst
he extension of which, to the new Territories, some ren-

n Tku IT,"*8' *°B'nt a ho"?r ll>"»« b«>n denounced
this debate as a great moral and political eril; as *.

grevious wrong and oppression to the race which are the
subjects of it; u blight and curse to the country which
tolerates it, and a sin u|»on the consciences of the masters
ndividuaHy. J am identified with this so-much-abused
istitution. by my representative position in this chamber,
II association, in character, and in responsibility to the
ribunalof public sentiment. It is therefore natural that

I should desire to make a brief reply to the accusatory
charges of my northern countrymen. It is but justice to
the section in which this institution prevails to elate
hat, Iroin the origin 0! the government we now enjoy,
there are and have been hundreds, not to say thousands

st,cl,°"' w'10 ''\ve regarded the institution of
lavery as contrary to the precepts of religion and the

dicta.es of natural justice. To attest the truth of this
statement, 1 need not invoke the testimony of illustrioua
names of the present or of the past. It is sufficient to
point to the numerous instances at this day, in which..>
slaveholders 111 the full possession of health, as well as
in the article of death.and whenever the policy of tha
Siate in which they reside allows the privilege.emanci¬
pate their slaves, and often deprive their children of the
patrimony which they had been taught to expect
Wow, sir, after these preliminary remarks, I proceed

briefly to refer to the history of African slavery in the
United Mates its present condition, its effects upon the
* aves themselves, and upon the country, of which it ie eo
striking a feature.
For the purposes of mv argument, the origin and pto-

slavery in the United States may be briefly told
Without pretending to accuracy of detail, it may be stated
with sufficient conformity to historical fact, that some
century and t half ago, or a little more, a few thousand
natives of Africa.inform and mind stamped onlv with

£-~~-.~d,.at, of ihe Caucasian race; sanely
bearing the impress of the human race divine saraae in
their habits, both of war and of peace; feroci'ous^S lbS
wild beasts of their own native haunts.were caught us
ami transported to these shores, reduced to a state of

In? iT' lhf/ ,b?ir dweendanu held in slavery
until this day. Hut what do we now heboid ( These few
thousand savages hsve become a great people ; number¬
ing three million* ol souls; civilized, christianized teeh
new generation developing some improved features' men¬
's' *nd physical, and indicating some further approxima¬
tion to the race of their masters. Search the annals of all
history, and where do you find a fact so striking and won¬
derful-one so worthy the contemplation of the philoso¬
pher. the statesman, the Christian, and the philanthro-
pis I This gieat fact stands out boldly before the world
and, in the impressive language of the eenator from Mis¬
souri, [Mr. Henton,] "it stands for an answer." And it
must ever stand for an answer. Sir, it can never be suc¬
cessfully answered. Has humanity cause to drop a tear
over the record of this great factHas Africa luTy cages
to mourn f
But there are some other and subordinate facts which

may be deduced from the greater and more prominent
one, which may likewise defy contradiction or answer
t he rapid multiplication and improved lineamenta of thia
people attest the fact that ihe yoke of bondage has Dressed
but lightly upon them, and that they have ahared freeiv
with their masters, of the fat of the land <io. I repeat'
and search the pages of history, a«d where will you find
a fact comparable to this? The history of the Hebrew
bondage presents no parallel.nothing eo wonderful. The
family of Jacob (the germ of the Hebrew nation) were ol
« superior race, and civilized There is one eiMelar
analogy, however, besides that of bondage, which may
be traced in the history of these two people While the
religious institutions of the one forhade sny aroalrama-
tion, social or political, with their masters and surroond-
'fig nations, nsture. by laws more stringent and inexora¬
ble. forbids to the other any equality, social or political
wuh the race which holds them in bondage

'

What is to be the des;inv of thissigtilar people, so rab¬
idly multiplying in our midst; whe'her, as some suppose
at some future nenod, when their faculties shaflbe
lurther developed and improved, and when subsistence
sha tread too cloudy 11,.on the heels of production they
shall Income the sole possessore of the country which
has been the -cene of their toils, of their joys and tbtfr
sorrows; whether they are destined to mark another greet
epoch in the migrations of mankind, by a second exodoe
whether, under the lead of some second Moeee, they
shall rise up with their little ones, and, after journeying
lor years over the intermediate sjiace, tbey are jfeetinen.
as some imagine, to found an empire of their ow5 in the
measureless wilds of the great southern continent; or

wither, as others believe, with great show of reaaon, by
the aid of the amazing facilities of steam navigation,
they are destined to cross the Atlantic, and to becoM the
coiujerors and civilizers of their now savage countrjaMB
in their fatherland, ran only be known to the GazaT
MASTKa of all mankind.1» Him who holda in his hands
the destinies of sll rsces ard conditions of men, bond
and free.

But, whatever the future may disclose, it is clear that
this people sre not prepared for any great change in their
condition at the present time, nor at any approximate pe¬
riod.
As to the lawfulness or sinfulness of the institution of

slsvery. whstever uhrensied or fanatic prieete, or mors
learned and rational divines may preach; whatever they
may affirm ol ( hrietian precepts, of moral and religious
duties and responsibilities; whatever interpretation « the
law of nature or of Almighty God they may annonace;
whatever doctrines or theories of the equslity ef ha-
m®n r,flhts, and of the various races of mankind» diver¬
sified as they are by completion, bv physical formation
and mental development, the disciples of a transcendental
creed of any kind may hold or teach ; however they
may dogmatize upon this hypothesis, and declare it to be
a violation of the law of nature for any one race, with
whatever superiority of mental or phyaical faculties they
may be endued, to subjugate those of an inferior raee.

and make them the instruments of improvement and
amelioration in their own^ondition, and in that of their
mssters or conquerors, in csrrying forward the {rent
work of civilizstmn.>inti! we shall he enlightetlM by
revelation Irom a higher source than themselves, I must

claim the pnvil<*e of interpreting the law of natare by
whst I see revealed in the history of mankind fnbl the
earliest period of recorded time, uncontradicted by Divine
authority I must interpret that law according to the

prominent facta connected with this subject, aa they hare


